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Sparks 


A Belle Isle Race? 
Around the World 


England’s A. A. 
How Can Do? 


—seor- 


By 


Chris Sinsabaugh 





STOCK CAR road race on 

Belle Isle, Detroit. Not this 
year, butnext. Why not? 
Here’s the home of the industry, 
the Harmsworth and Gold Cup, 
motor boat classics, have proven 
Detroit has the promotional abil- 
ity and the Belle Isle course 
seems a “natural.” So I repeat, 
why not? 

I’m not claiming credit for the 
idea. That belongs to Dave 
Evans and Lou Moore, who are 
not unknown to fame as race 
drivers. They drove at Elgin and 
they breezed into the office the 
other day to tell me that they and 
their fellows have become nuts 
over road racing. They gave me 
the Belle Isle thought. 

‘ ss ss. @ 

AND WHEN you get to think- 
ing it over, it doesn’t sound half 
bad. As I absorbed the idea, the 
old promotional fever attacked 
me again and I visualized the 
possibilities. 

Take the Belle Isle course as 
the start of the argument. Back 
in the old bicycle days the Belle 
Isle road race was one of the 
three national classics, the other 
two being the Pullman in Chi- 
cago and the Irvington-Milburn, 
just outside of New York City. 

It has a fivemile circuit that 
would be ideal for road racing, 
but, best of all, it would be pos- 
sible to collect the gate because 
everyone going to the island by 
road would have to cross the 
bridge. The only ones you’d have 
to watch out for would be those 
who came by water and they 
ought to be easy to corral. Gaug- 
ing the attendance possibilities by 
the Harmsworth, an automobile 
event ought to draw a couple of 
hundred thousand spectators. 

* oe * 


BELLE ISLE being public 
property, the city of Detroit 
naturally would have to come 
into the picture. The city could 
be cut in on possible profits which 
could be given to the unemploy- 
ment fund. To avoid the charge 
of racketeering, the Automobile 
Club of Michigan should promote 
the event. It should be a civic 
affair from start to finish. 

Here’s the idea in a nutshell. 
For the third time I ask, why 
not? 

. & © 

TO HEAR Wiley Post tell it, 
automatic control, known as the 
robot, and the radio compass, 
make it a comparatively easy 
task to fly a ship around the 
world as he did. But we didn’t 
believe it; he’s too modest. But 
those of us who attended the 
luncheon given him last Friday 
by the Adcraft Club and the 
Board of Commerce at the Stat- 
ler followed him from start to 
finish, after he had been intro- 
duced by Bill Stout, as he told us 
of some of the high spots of his 
record trip. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Used Car Dealers Bolt NADA; Sliding 


$6 Per Year, 10c Per Copy 





Scale Replaces 20% Lop Off for Repairs 





Motor Vehicle Assn. Meets 


In Chicago; 


| 


Constitution 


and By-laws Completed | 


Washington, Sept. 19.- -With| 
the completion of a _ proposed 
constitution and by-laws, and) 
agreement on a meeting date 
for ratification, definite steps 
have been taken toward the or- 
ganization of the American 
Assn. of Motor Vehicle Commis- 
sioners. 

The meeting has been set for 
Chicago, the Hotel Belmont, 
September 29 and 30. Traffic 
administrators from every State 
in the Union and all the Provin- 
ces in Canada have been invited 
to attend. Acceptances to date 
indicate that representation at 
the gathering will be virtually 
complete. 

The idea of a national organi- 
zation of traffic chiefs was pre- 
sented first in Washington last 
year at a meeting of the East- 
ern Conference of Motor Vehicle 
Administrators. Plans for carry- 
ing out the idea were made at 
a Detroit gathering last June. 


Detroit Plucks 
Eagle’s Wings 
To Buy Fords 


Detroit, Sept. 19.— Starting to 
take on 5,000 additional workmen 
at Ford’s and the decision of the 
city council to disregard the fact 
that the company does not fly the 
Blue Eagle in buying forty-eight 
Fords from Robert W. Ford, 
Dearborn dealer, for city service 
kept the Ford Company in the 
limelight the early part of this 
week. 

It is said that the company is 
stepping up production to a con- 
siderable extent and in view of 
that fact it is taking on more 
men. Only war veterans who 
can prove Detroit residence are 
being employed and the Ameri- 
can Legion is selecting them at 
the rate of 300 a day. 

In buying a fleet of motor ve- 
hicles for city use the council 
split the business, the bulk of it 





going to the Fargo division of | 


Chrysler. 


Crude Rubber 
Consumption 


Off Slightly 


New York, id 19.—Consump- 
tion of crude rubber by manufac- 
turers in the United States for 
the month of August amounted 
to 44,939 long tons, which com- 
pares with 50,184 long tons for 
July this year, and represents a 
decrease of 10.5 per cent under 
July but was 89.4 per cent over 
August a year ago, according to 
statistics leased by The Rubber 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Parts Exhibit 


Col. E. Austin Baughman, 
Maryland motor vehicle commis- 
sioner, was made temporary 
chairman of the orga yee 
committee, while William A. Van 
Duzer, traffic director for the | 
District of Columbia, was ap- | 
pointed chairman of a committee | 
to draft the constitution and by- | 
laws, now ready for submission. | 


Chief Thomas H. Macdonald of 


is a member of the committee and | 
is expected to be present at the | 
Chicago meeting. 

According to the proposed con- | 
stitution, 
have seven specific purposes, as 
follows: 

1. Promote reasonable and uni- 
form laws and regulations gov- 
erning registration, certificates of 
ownership, drivers’ 
equipment and operation of motor 
vehicles. 

2. Conduct educational 

(Continued on Page 2) 


cam- 


Hangs Out SRO 
Sign at Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 19.—It is an- 
nounced, following the official as- 
signment of space, that the joint 
show of the National Standard 
Parts Assn. and the Motor and 
Equipment Manufacturers’ Assn., 
known as the Automotive Service 
Industries Show, is a_ sell-out. 
There isn’t an inch of space left. 


Estimates are made that at 
least a third more space could 
have been sold. 
of the sell-out, it is pointed out 
that in the first place there are 
more exhibitors than ever before 
and in addition those planning to | 
exhibit asked for larger 
than in other years. 


Figure At 


Detroit, Sept. 19.—August sales 
of new passenger cars in nine- 
teen states available at this time 
indicate a decline of about eight 
per cent under the July figures, 
R. L. Polk & Co. announced to- 
day in its national weekly report 
of motor car sales. This means 
an estimate of approximately 
175,000 cars, which compares 
with 185,660 in July of this year 
and with 93,457 in August, 1932. 
The gain over last year is ap- 
proximately eighty-seven per cent. 

Sales for the first eight months 
of this year will be close to 
1,040,000 which compares with | 
1,096,000 for the entire year of | 
| 1932. 





the organization will | 


licenses, | 


In explanation | 


space | 


BR. i. Polk Sie Aug. ita 


Consumer 


[Book Men Fight Monopoly 
In Appraisal; Labor and 


Assert Rights 


Code Headed for Speedy Approval in Spite Of 
Objections; Revision Along Lines Sug- 
gested at Hearing Expected 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 
Washington, Sept. 19.—Attacked as to its hour and 
| wage provisions by representatives of labor and assailed 
for its clauses setting up the National Automobile Dealers 
Association as the agency for establishing used car allow- 


the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads | | ance figures, the code of the 


'back before NRA officials 


automobile retail trade was 
today after a moderately 


| stormy public hearing held here yesterday. With several 


modifications _ anticipated in 





Tentative Code 


For Garages 
Is Submitted 


Washington, Sept. 19.—A ten- 
tative code for the Automotive 
Maintenance and Garage Indus- 
| try has been submitted to the 
| Recovery Administration as the 
| result of a series of conferences | 








held here during the last week 
and attended by more than 100) 
representatives of trade associa- | 
tions and garage groups. 

According to a statement given | 
out by George E. Keneipp, of 
Washington, chairman of the 
Emergency Code Committee, the | 
code is in behalf of a three billion | 
dollar automotive maintenance | 
industry which includes approxi- 
mately 200,000 repair shops, stor- | 
}age and parking garages and| 
specialty shops. Employes num- 
| ber 400,000, it is stated. 

Those sponsoring the draft ex- | 
pressed confidence that “it repre- 
|}sents and takes into account the 
| conditions confronting these re- 
| tail outlets in every section of 
the country.” 

The code provides for the ap- 


(Continued on Page 3) 





170,000 Units 


Commercial car and truck sales 
for the month are estimated at 
28,000 units, which compares with 
15,081 in August, 1932, and with 
30,642 in July of this year. This 
represents a decline from July of | 
about nine per cent, but still a 
substantial increase over August | 
last year, the gain being eighty- | 
five per cent. This is based on | 


represented to date. 

Earlier estimates were some- 
what higher than this, but state 
reports arriving during the last 
week showed a slight and fairly 
|uniform decrease as compared | 
| with July. 





10,082 sales in twenty-one states | cago, 
| NIRA,” by Phil S. Hanna, editor 


certain of its major pro- 


——Ovisions, the code was expected to 


| meet with quick approval on the 


part of the administration. 


Used Car Scale 
Even before it reached the pub- 
lic hearing stage, a last minute 
change in the agreement on the 
basis of preliminary conferences 
between the trade and the admin- 
istration saw a significant re- 


| vision made in that clause of the 


code allowing dealers a twenty 
per cent handling and recondi- 
tioning charge in the disposal of 
used cars. A 5-10-15 ratio, based 
upon the age of the car, was sub- 
stituted at the behest of the ad- 
ministration and with the con- 
sent of the dealer body. 

Labor’s proposal for a change 
in the hours and wage schedules 
of the code was prefaced by a 
demand for the substitution of a 
forty-hour week, instead of the 
forty-eight hours proposed, as 

(Continued on Page 4) 


NAFC to Meet 
In Chicago Thurs. 


Chicago, Sept. 19.— Advance 
reservations indicate that more 
than 300 finance company chiefs 





will attend the tenth annual 
| meeting of the National Assn. 
of Finance Companies. The 


| three-day sessions will open here 


Thursday at the Medinah Michi- 
gan Avenue Club. 
The program for the conven- 


| tion was announced today by C. 


C. Hanch, general manager. 

Following a call to. order, 
Robert P. Babcock, president of 
the association and president 
of the Long Island Bankers, Inc., 
Jamaica, N. Y., will appoint a 
committee on resolutions. 

The morning session will then 
be given over to addresses on 
“Banking, Installment Financ- 
ing and the New Deal”, by Ar- 
thur W. Newton, vice-president 
of the First National Bank, Chi- 
“Our Destination’ under 


of the Chicago Journal of Com- 
merce, and “What Becomes of 
the Dealer?’’ by Lafayette 
Markle, president of the Chicago 


Automobile Trade Assn. 


President Babcock will talk on 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Used Car Wisdom 


erst aes from Washing- 
ton today indicate a revision 
in the terms of the code of the 
National Automobile Dealers 
Assn. under which the twenty per 
cent used car reconditioning al- 
lowance proposed in the original 
code will be modified to a sliding 
scale of five-ten-fifteen per cent, 
according to the age of the car. 
This, we feel, is a wise revision. 

Under the original code, the al- 
lowance of twenty per cent for 
reconditioning would have meant 
that a 1931-32 used car with an 
average retail selling price of $400 
would have permitted the dealer 
to deduct $80 for reconditioning, 
whereas a car of that vintage 
would have been in reasonably 
good condition. On the other 
hand a car of the 1929-30 vintage 
selling at an average price of 
$200 would have permitted a de- 
duction of only $40 for repairs. 

Obviously, this arrangement 
would have met with serious ob- 
jections from owners who had 
held their cars only one or two 
years and who found themselves 
faced with paying twice as much 
in allowance for repairs as the 
man who had held his car four 
years. 

Another feature of the flat rate 
deduction would have been its 
tendency to discourage owner up- 
keep. This phase alone would 
have had serious effect on the 
dealer’s service volume. If an 
owner should find that his car 
would be worth a certain speci- 
fied sum regardless of its con- 
dition, there is reason to believe 
that he would be less careful in 
maintaining it. Certainly, if an 
owner has a car that has trav- 
eled 10,000 to 20,000 miles and the 
car needs new brake linings, new 
clutch facing, new sparx plugs 
and other repairs there will be no 
incentive to him to have these 
repairs made when he knows 
that eventually his car will bring 
no more than the average price 
for which the same model is sell- 
ing in his territory, minus a flat 
rate for reconditioning costs. 


While the sliding scale will not |. 


affect this servicing problem, it 
will encourage owners to turn in 
the cars more quickly because it 
will place a penalty in proportion 
to the number of years he keeps 
the car on his hands. At any rate 
it is more equitable than the flat 
percentage basis regardless of car 
age. 


Once a Banker— 
ARLY this spring it seemed 
that the credit dam which had 

been strangling business in this 
country was broken. Now with 
business feeling its oats and 
ready to go, we once more find 
restricted credit a serious handi- 
cap. Bankers have been much 
maligned during the past years of 
depression for the attitude in ex- 
tending credit. 

First they were attacked for an 
over-extension of credit and now 
they are being attacked for being 
too conservative. From an out- 
siders point of view it would seem 
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that there is some justification 
for these charges and it seems to 
come back to the point of “Once 
a banker always a banker.” 
During the boom days of 1928- 
29 bankers extended credit to the 
full extent of a much inflated 
collateral. Loans were made 
against security on the basis of 
1928-29 inflated values. Today, 
bankers are basing their loans on 
the deflated values of 1932-33. 
True, there is the ever present 


C.:! threat in the banker’s mind of the 


need for keeping his assets in a 
condition which would permit 
liquidation without loss in event 
of a “run” on his bank. On the 
other hand there is reason to be- 
lieve that much more money 
could be extended today than the 
present day value of collaterals 
offered would seem to warrant. 
These mere extension of credit 
today would do much _ toward 
appreciating the value of these 
collaterals. 

The question is, should bankers 
anticipate business trends in 
making loans or should they be 
guided by conditions at the time 
the loan is contracted? Should 
they have recognized the inflated 
condition of collateral offered in 
1929 and made their loans accord- 
ingly; and what effect such ac- 
tion would have had on 1929 pros- 
perity. The third question is, 
should bankers today recognize 
the deflated condition of collate- 
ral and make their loans on a 
basis projected improvement in 
the future? There can be little 
question as to what the immedi- 
ate effect of increased credit 
would have on business today. 


C.A.T.A. Picnics Today 


Chicago, Sept. 19.—The annual 
outing of the Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn., postponed from last 
Thursday on account of in- 
clement weather, will 


Club. The day will be devoted 
to golf, horseshoes and cards, ac- 


cording the preferences of the} 


individuals. 


ithe other day 
be held | 
tomorrow at the Medinah Country | 





Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 

The merriest quip Post pulled 
was when he was asked three 
questions: How did you keep 
awake? What did you eat? And 
will you make another flight? 
The first two he answered by say- 
ing “you eat so little you get so 
hungry you can’t sleep.” 

* * * 

THE GREAT aviator is making 
a tour of the country under the 
guidance of Mobilgas and Mobil- 
oil, whose products he used on 
his world’s flight. Detroit went 
crazy over him. He was first 
given a civic welcome at the city 
hall by Mayor John W. Smith; 
then came the Statler luncheon, 
while in the evening there was a 
big blowout at Masonic Temple, 
where the White Star Refining 
Co. staged a banquet in his honor. 
Harvey Campbell toastmasted 
and among those at the big table 
were President Howard Coffin, 
of White Star, and C. B. White. 
Post had said at noon that he 
had been chickened to death on 
this eating circuit of his, so at 
night Coffin gave us fish. 

no, eS 2 


THE POST noonday affair 
marked the resumption of the 
lunching activities of the Adcraft 
Club, with Walter Channing 
Boynton doing the honors with 
the gavel. From now on the Ad- 
crafters are going to be in action 
every Friday, following the 
schedule laid out by Tom Wade 
of the Curtis Publishing Co., 
chairman of the program com- 
mittee. 

a a 

TIME OFF to waft an orchid 
to foreign climes for Sir Stenson 
Cooke, secretary of the Auto- 
mobile Assn. of Great Britain. 
Cooke has it coming because only 
his association, 
founded in 1905, passed the 500,- 
000 mark in the way of member- 
ship. That’s an achievement 
when you consider that our own 
American Automobile Assn. only 
has twice that number and with 


Auto Travel Bureaus 


Meet Legal Obstacle 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 19 (UTPS). 
—Another blow to the operation 
of auto travel bureaus was struck 
in the Oklahoma county district 
court when Judge Sam Hooker 
issued a permanent injunction 
against their operation in Okla- 
homa county without a permit 
from the State Corporation Com- 
mission as a regular carrier. 


millions more possibilities than 
Great Britain has. So I am doing 
a little hands-across-the-sea stuff 
with Stenson. 

I call him Stenson for I had 
the pleasure of enrolling him as a 
friend when he visited this coun- 
try some fifteen years ago and 
visited many of our big motor 
clubs. Since that time I have re- 
ceived a Christmas card from him 
every year. 

Mebbe you think King George 
doesn’t realize what Cooke has 
done for motoring! He proved it 
a year or so back by making him 
a knight, so that’s why it is Sir 
Stenson Cooke. 

* * * 

LOTS OF TIMES TI have 
chuckled when letters came into 
this office addressed to “Auto- 
mobile Editor, Automotive Daily 
News,” but, as Winchell would 
say, “I didn’t know it until 
now—” that any motor publica- 
tion had a sports editor. 
of England has such a man on its 
staff, but then, over there, motor- 
ing still is a sport and the papers 
treat it as such. Autocar, by the 
way, was founded in 1895 and 
claims to be the first of the auto- 
mobile magazines. 

* * co 

ONE OF the Detroit insurance 
companies has published the 
city’s traffic rules and we glean 
from the circular that “An auto- 
mobile parked on the left side of 
a one-way street must have both 
right wheels within six inches of 
the left curb.” 

My, what a wheeze Cliff Knoble 
could get out of that in one of his 
daffy-dills! 











Autocar | 








M.V.A. to Meet 
September 29-30 


(Continued from Page 1) 
paigns in the interest of public 
safety. 

3. Promote standard and uni- 
form practices of enforcement by 
police and judiciary officials. 

4. Promote reasonable reciproc- 
ity laws and closer relationship 
among the States, the District 
of Columbia, Mexico and the 
Provinces of Canada. 

5. Conduct traffic and trans- 
port facilities and the develop- 
ment of traffic control standards. 

6. Conduct and promote tech- 
nical studies of the cause and 
prevention of traffic accidents. 

7. Co-operate in every way 
possible with the United States 
Bureau of Public Roads, the 
Bureau of Standards and other 
Federal organizations in studies 
relating to safe and expeditions 
highway transport. 


Stevens Hotel to Quarter 


A.S.I. Show Exhibitors 


Chicago, Sept. 19.—The Stevens 
Hotel will be the headquarters 
for most of the jobbing members 
of the associations which are 
sponsoring the Automotive Serv- 
ice Industries Show in Chicago 
October 30 to November 3. 

Housing arrangements have 
been altered according to reports 
to the housing committee by the 
three co-operating associations 
under whose auspices the event 
is offered, the M&EMA, the NS 
PA, and the M&EWA. 


A Lot of Paint 

Detroit, Sept. 19.—Ditzler Color 
Co., of Detroit, have just shipped 
a carload of Ditzler automotive 
refinishing materials to one job- 
ber, Straus-Frank Co., San An- 
tonio, Texas. Ditzler reports a 
fifty per cent increase in employ- 
ment and similar increases in 
wages since April first. 


LATEST CUMULATIVE NEW PASSENGER CAR 


These comparative figures, showing the number of new automobiles registered in each state during the preced- 
ing month are published in Automotive Daily News immediately upon release by R. L. Polk & Co. twice weekly. 
All figures are supplied by R. L. Polk & Co. except Illinois and New Jersey. 
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Hudson-Essex 
August Exports 


Hit 3-Year High 


Detroit, Sept. 19—Hudson- 
Essex export shipments in August 
were not only the highest for any 
August in three years, but were 
the largest for any month since 
October, 1930. 

The total for the month just 
past was 263 per cent of that for 
August, 1932. “A fact of which 
we are possibly even prouder,” 
said Allen C. Germann, export 
sales manager of the Hudson 
Motor Car Co., “is that August 
export shipments were 120.1 per 
cent of those for July. It is cer- 
tainly unusual for export ship- 
ments to increase at so late a 
date, because export shipments 
in August mean retail sales very 
late in the season. 

“Due particularly to the excel- 
lent records: of the past few 
months,” continued Mr. Germann, 
“our total figures for the year to 
date show equally favorable in 
comparisons.” 





Tentative Code 
For Garages 


Is Submitted 


(Continued from Page 1) 
pointment by President Roose- 
velt of a National Planning and 
Co-ordinating Committee, consist- 
ing of thirty-one representatives 
from geographical trade areas, 
and three non-voting members to 
represent the Recovery Adminis- 
tration. This committee would be 
the governing body for the in- 
dustry, when its code is approved 
and effective. 

In addition to Mr. Keneipp, 
othér members of the code com- 
mittee selected by the conference 
are: P. H. Reis, of the Automo- 
tive Maintenance Industry of the 








| St. Louis trade area; 
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Earl B. 
Beaver, U. S. Garage Assn., Chi- 
cago; Frank Just, Associated 
Garages, Akron; George Fleming, 
Independent Garage Owners’ 
Assn., Cleveland; John Lamberti, 
Master Automotive Repairmen’s 
Assn., Scranton, Pa.; W. F. Vater, 
Associated Michigan Garage 
Owners’ Assn., Detroit; Henry 
J. Nerick, Gasoline Merchants of 
Brooklyn, Queens and Nassau, 
Brooklyn Garage Assn., and 110 
affiliated service stations of New 
York; Frank E. Domina, Master 
Auto Repair Assn., Providence, R. 
I.; Alton E. Morong, Independent 
Garage and Maintenance Assn., 
Portland, Me.; and Charles B. 
Berg, Automotive Trade Assn., 
Kansas City. Don Herr, National 


Automotive Assn., Indianapolis, 
was named as an_ ex-officio 
member. 


Moto Meter Corp. 


In Good Position 


Toledo, Sept. 19.—The Moto 
Meter Gauge and Equipment 
Corp. is enjoying its best busi- 
ness in several years, is now 
entering upon what should be its 
best period of the year, and ex- 
pects more gains in production 
and sales during the next two 
years, according to officials of 
the company. 

The company reported a net 
gain of about $16,000 for the first 
two quarters of this year—the 
second quarter profit of $75,000 
offsetting the loss of $59,000 for 
the first quarter. For the first 
time in three years the company 
showed a quarterly profit, Mr. 
Adams said. He expects a gain 
for the third quarter. 





Registrations Drop 


Cincinnati, Sept. 19.—New auto- 
mobile registrations in Cincinnati 
for the month of August totaled 
1,267, a loss of 150 from July. 
New trucks totaled 165, a loss of 
six, and used cars totaled 4,984, 
a loss of 434, according to figures 
compiled by County Clerk’s office. 


Packard Output 
Behind Orders 


Detroit, Sept. 19.—Volume buy- 
ing in the fine car field has defin- 
itely set in, it is believed by M. 
M. Gilman, vice-president of 
distribution for the Packard 
Motor Car Co. Despite most in- 
tensive efforts, the Packard Co., 
he said, has not been able to meet 
demand, following announcement 
of the new 1934 Packard models. 

While official announcement of 
the new Packard was not made 
until September 7, said Gilman, 
2,680 orders for the new cars 
had been received up to and in- 
cluding September 11. Orders 
were continuing from the sales 
field in even increasing numbers, 
he added. “We are producing to 
the limit of our ability to obtain 
materials but cannot keep produc- 
tion even with orders. Our in- 
ventory of cars in the field and 
at our factories is the lowest it 
has been in many years. It stood 
at 1,160 cars last week as com- 
pared with 4,075 at the same time 
a year ago.” 

“Our schedules provided for 
the building of 1,500 cars a month 
but reception of the new cars 
has gone far beyond our expec- 
tations. As a result production 
is running behind actual sales, 
despite every effort we can make. 
Of great importance to our busi- 
ness is the fact that we have 
been able to keep our distributing 
organization intact through the 
depression and that our distribu- 
tors are now operating at a 
profit.” 





Young Payroll Doubles 


Racine, Sept. 19.—The August 
factory payroll of the Young 
Radiator Co. here increased 100 
per cent over April and May fig- 
ures, according to F. M. Young, 
president. September, according 
to present schedules, will show 
a considerable increase over Aug- 
ust, Mr. Young states. Employ- 
ment is now above 1929 levels. 



































Special License Sale 
Waits Court Ruling 


Denver, Sept. 19.— Sale 
of the special U R automo- 
bile license tags in Denver 
is almost at a_ standstill 
while automobile owners 
wait for the state supreme. 
court’s ruling on the legal- 
ity of the legislative act fix- 
ing the tax. Since the sale 
started on August 28 only | 
8,592 tags have been sold in 
Denver although 72,200 | 
automobiles are registered 
for the city. The sum of | 
$34,532 has been paid on 
these 8,592, or an average | 
of $4.01 a tag. | 

On the basis of this aver- | 
age Denver will receive less | 
than $300,000 if all automo- | 
bile owners buy the tags. | 
That means the city will | 
have less than $300,000 in | 
the next five months for di- | 
rect charity relief, the pur- 
pose for which the tax was 
created. 

J 






Sterling Truck Co. Plan 


To Reorganize Approved 

New York, Sept. 19.—Stock- 
holders of the Sterling Motor 
Truck Company have approved 
the plan of reorganization provid- 
ing for the sale of the business 
and assets to a new corporation 
with the same or similar name. 
The capital of the new company 
consists of 100,000 shares of $10 
par preferred stock and 60,000 
shares of $1 par common. 

The holders of the old stock 
are to be paid off with new shares 
as follows: Holders of present 
preferred stock will get one share 
of common for two shares of 
preferred and the holders of the 
old common will get one new 
share for each twenty shares held. 
The plan provides for the retire- 
ment of the new preferred stock. 
that time. 
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The complete cumulative figures will appear every Saturday, until all 48 states or complete United States totals 
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STUDEBAKER GR’P | W’S-OV’D GR’P 












NON-AFFILIATED MANUFACTURERS 






































o 2 £2 
=x = e c 8 
States s S q a Ss E 3 § ¥ AT = 0 
uv 3 = “= =x 3 = - - © 6 =e 
3 2/3/88) f] #] 3) a) 2/8) ¢] as 
a ~q4|\/<¢e4io*ia!l cdi zi si zia|ai|z~ 
Line Total ’33 44) 463| 378 | | | | | l | ] | | | 
18 States 32] 36), 452) 394) ; a _ ff i oe 
Group Total 33 885 395] 111, 132; 119) 26 303) 141 2| 223| 194 82| 10] 51533 
18 States "32 | 882 | 538] 323) 130 | 39) 337| 152] 12] 307| 230) 86| 39] 27544 
: 33 4| 3| 7 3 | = || | | 3 1) | @ | 3 | 1421 
Arkansas "32 5| 2] 7 oe 1. i. 2. 4 oe 500 
ae 1) 15) 7 23] 2 2 | wy 1 . = 77 #2 «2 664 
New Hampshire +32 |} 11] 4] 15 7| A aI 2| | | | 12 9 __ 1} 360 
; . *33|. 7| 106) 91| 204] 283, 1| 284) 38 6 54 5 116 42 35, 40) 29 1] 13691 
Ohio 32 | 5} 80} 62| 147] 127] ul _138 75| | __ 13] 84] 385 5 53) 56] 18 5405 
"33 [ 13} «4, «17 2| 2 | 1 [5 2 1 1 | 621 
South Dakota —_.32 | ai} 7] _18 6| | 7) | | | af 389 
————, °33) 52| 601/ 483 682, 4 | | | | | | | | 
Line Total +39) 41) 559 469) | 637) 57) || ft a a a 
er "33 Yr | | 1136 686] 149, 140, 175 31 430; 189, 2; 270 237; 117; 11] 67930 
Group Total i 404| 130 | §2| 4384) 191] 17] 376 286, 105 52] 34198 




























4: 
United States ; Ss as 
Complete ‘s 5° 
By Months 3 8 3 3 - 
337 138] 1191) 1199 1010] 102) 1112] 2 43: 6| 126] 678] 483) 22) 755) 523) 199] 196 79821 
January 32] 247) 350) 2948] 3545] 1804] 340) 2144 648} 61 220| 1129] 722] 272} 1696} 1023} 318] 758 85938 
*33] 113) 1168| 996| 2277{ 847| 48) 895] 215) 318) 48 76] 643! 423| 15) 738) 674) 196) 99 69462 
February 32] 291) 491/ 3134] 3916] 2447| 418] 2865] 916) 55 175| 1342] 1066] 218] 1711] 629) 325| 640 82799 


*33 117| 11 1025] 2332] 882 48 om 182) . 7 105| 708| 473 9| 703; 720| 194, 102 78741 
March 32 286| 960| 3281| 4477] 2611| 437| 3048] 1085] 65 191] 1656] 2494] 191] 2642] 1250] 3832] 549 92175 
ee nn 


: *33| 169] 1544] 1310) 3023] 1051 — al 650| 354) 142) 96) 982) 655)  6| 1040) 915| 252) 188] 119909 
April 32] 365] 1962) 3248] 5575] 2544| 414] 2958] 1294] 108 190| 13857] 1665| 123] 3562| 1566} 420] 438] 121089 
7331 168) 1872] 1623) 3663] 2575|  30| 2605] 984| 364/ 176| 129] 1015; 803| 10) 1222] 1010 = 115] 160242 

May 32] 299] 2441] 2658] 5398] 2553| 380] 2933] 705| 142 149| 1297] 1088] 106] 2814] 1266] 490; 402] 131282 


"33 195| 2315| 1877| 4387 ee 22| 2567 742| 382 — 143} 1105, 818 9| a aa 376| oat 174190 
June 32 212| 2392| 2813| 4917] 2197) 458] 2655] 2223] 113 141| 1123} 875 94| 2895] 1186} 464] 303 148752 


"33] 230 
32 139 


2398) 


July 1787 


Totals 








1721 
1502 
1130|11678| 9751|22559 
1839]10383|/19034/31256 ] 16047| 2743/18790 








13| 1456 551 
296) 2187] 1864 


1443 
1891 


4349 
3428 







335 
135 


328} 153 
107 


1144 
1022 


694 


9) 1143 
582 79 


10353] 307|/10660| 3579| 2518] 1081| 828] 6275] 4349, 80| 6869) 5555) 1982| 827 868025 
8735| 679 1173| 8926; 8492| 1083/16235| 7592) 2676) 3347 766223 


806 
652 


185660 


aa 54 
257 104188 


1415 327 


~ ||Rural Buying 


Forces Graham 
To Boost Rate 


Detroit, Sept. 19.—The year’s 
schedule for the production of 
Graham motor cars has been 
stepped up materially to meet the 
demand of ‘autumn business, 
Robert C. Graham, executive vice- 
president of the Graham-Paige 
Motors Corp., announced today. 

Mr. Graham said that the un- 
usual volume of Graham business 
evidenced in the first two weeks 
of September apparently was due 
both to well sustained buying in 
the large industrial centers and 
to a material strengthening in 
general business in the rural 
districts. 

“We are now feeling the effects 
of the second great movement in 
the national recovery program,” 
said Mr. Graham. “A spirited 
upward surge in buying in the 
rural districts, which began to 
make itself felt last month, is 
providing the spur which will 
give general business a tremend- 
ous stimulus as the fall pro- 
gresses. This definitely is indi- 
cated by reports which we have 
received from our dealers. 

“Starting almost immediately 
after the close of the national 
banking holiday the buying of 
automobiles began to spurt. May 
volume had exceeded that of the 
same month in 1932. In August 
our business surpassed that of 
1931 and we were back on a com- 
parable basis with 1930, the first 
year of the depression. 

“During these six months, how- 
ever, the great bulk of the buying 
was from the cities, where the 
first effects of the national re- 
covery program naturally were 
felt. This urban buying move- 
ment grew month by month until 
July when apparently it reached 
its peak and then began to 
recede normally. 

“Now we find that even before 
the great volume of spending in 
the industrial centers had been 
reached, the buying wave had 
passed on to the agricultural 
districts and was fast gaining in 
volume. Today the movement is 
in full swing.” 





Peerless Corp. 


To Change Name 


Cleveland, Sept. 19.—No more 
will the cherished name Peerless 
adorn any new automobile. For 
sixty-four years the word Peer- 
less has been prominently asso- 
ciated with the manufacturing in- 
dustry of Cleveland, and most of 
this period in connection with 
the automotive industry. 

Stockholders of the Peerless 
Motor Car Corp. have been ad- 
vised of a special meeting to be 
held at Richmond, Va., on Oct. 
4, at which time they will be 
asked to change the name of the 
company as recommended by di- 
rectors of the Peerless Corp. 

“Inasmuch,” says J. A. Bohan- 
non, president, in his call to 
stockholders, “as your corpora- 
tion is a holding corporation and 
no longer an operating corpora- 
tion and particularly in view of 
the fact that its subsidiaries are 
no longer engaged in manufac- 
turing automobiles, it would ap- 
pear that the name Peerless is a 
misnomer.” 








Parts and Service Share 


In General Improvement 


; Detroit, Sept. 19.—Corroborat- 
ing the many indications of wide- 
spread improvement in business 
conditions, M. D. Douglas, gen- 
eral parts and service manager of 
the Chevrolet Motor Co. reports 
that from the low point in March 
up to the present, Chevrolet deal- 
ers have experienced an increase 
of over twenty-six per cent in 
their service and parts business. 

This is the first appreciable and 
sustained rise since the decline 
began in 1929 and completely re- 
verses the trend that set in at 
that time. 


va 
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NADA; Plan Own Code 
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Used Car Dealers Bolt 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the only logical basis for restor- 
ing employment in the retail field. 

Elimination of the ambiguity in 
the provisions relating to hours 
of labor also was asked with spe- 
cific definition of the terms 
“Productive” and “Non-produc- 
tive” time to prevent unscrupu- 
lous dealers from nullifying the 
effectiveness of the agreement in 
this respect. 


Higher Draw 

Increases in the proposed draw- 
ing accounts for salesmen with a 
top minimum of $20 weekly in 
cities of more than 500,000 popu- 
lation were also proposed. More- 
over, labor’s representative took 
“violent” exception to that pro- 
vision of the code which would 
exempt four unskilled workers in 
each retail establishment from 
the minimum wage provisions of 
the code. 

Members of the Chicago Auto- 
motive Trade Association and of- 
ficials of national used car 
market reports lead the attack 
on that provision of the code 
which would permit the NADA 
group to compile the official 
guide used in connection with 
used car allowances. 


Used Car Opposition 

Another highlight of the hear- 
ings was the demand of repre- 
sentatives of strictly used car 
dealers to be exempted entirely 
from the operation of the code on 
the ground that its terms would 
drive 15,000 of them out of busi- 
ness. Representatives of this 
group urged that they be given 
an opportunity to submit their 
own code. 


Labor Opposes 

L. H. Seltzer demanded elimina- 
tion of the merit clause from the 
code, the presence of which in 
the agreement was explained by 
Mr. Vesper as due to the fact that 
it had been copied directly from 
the same section in the manufac- 
turers’ charter. 

“We must take violent excep- 
tion,” the labor board’s repre- 
sentative told the hearing, “to 
that provision of this code which 
exempts four unskilled workers 
in every establishment from the 
protection of the minimum wage 
clauses, to permit it to remain 
would constitute a defeat for the 
fundamental purpose for which 
the recovery law was enacted.” 

His reference was to the ex- 
emption which would permit 
dealers to employ one washer, 
one greaser, one porter and one 
helper at a rate less than the pre- 
scribed minimum of $13 weekly. 
Pointing out that this class of 
employes represented 22.7 per 
cent of the total of 337,000 em- 
ployed in 1931 in such establish- 
ments, the witness declared it 
constituted a flagrant violation 
of the rights of the unskilled as 
enunciated in the recovery law. 

Summing up his case in behalf 
of the proposed changes in hours 
and wage schedules, Seltzer also 
made a demand for the inclusion 
of employe representation equal 
to that of the employer group on 
the state committees of control 
in the administration of the code. 

“We have heard it said,” he 
declared, “that the National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association, the 
automotive retail trade stands to 
gain greatly under the terms of 
the recovery law which has made 
control of used car prices, the 
trade’s greatest problem, possible. 
In exchange for this privilege it 
seems. to be asking very little 
that, in return, the trade should 
grant to its employes’ these 
terms.” 

Upon the conclusion of Seltzer’s 
testimony, the hearing recessed 
until 2:30 p.m. 

Its resumption at that hour 
found K. J. Ammerman in the 
chair, replacing Deputy Adminis- 
trator Lea, called away by the 
press of other business. 

Opening the session, Mr. Am- 
merman declared that it was to 
be given over to consideration of 
the various items of the code, 


section by section, with interested 
parties free to raise any objection 
they saw fit. 


Consumers’ Rights 

Lionel Poffet, representative of 
the consumers’ advisory board, 
the first witness called upon, ex- 
pressed the hope that the final 
code would include some pro- 
vision by which every automobile 
buyer would know exactly the 
mileage traveled by the car he 
bought before it came into his 
hands as a new machine. His 
recommendation was greeted 
with applause. 

First among the code provisions 
to draw the specific fire of the 
trade representatives was the 
section dealing with definitions. 

Outright request for exemption 
from the entire code for the na- 
tion’s 15,000 used car dealers, on 
the ground that the agreement 
was drawn up by their competi- 
tors, the new car retailers, was 
asked by Abram Goodman, New 
York, president of the National 
Used Car Dealers’ Board of 
Trade. 

Declaring that the used car 
dealers had asked for representa- 
tion in the preliminary sessions 
looking toward the draft of the 
code and that their request had 
been denied by NADA repre- 
sentatives, the witness asserted 
that they would be driven out of 
business if forced to submit to 
the terms of the agreement. 

The same request was made by 
C. Ive, Los Angeles, president of 
the Used Car Dealers of Cali- 
fornia, who reiterated Goodman’s 
charge that the used car dealers 
had been excluded from the code 
draft sessions. He urged that the 
NRA permit the used car group 
to submit its own code. 

Article 4, sub-section A, estab- 
lishing the National Automobile 
Dealers Association as the agency 
for the compilation of the official 
guide to be followed in making 
used car allowances met the bit- 
terest opposition at the afternoon 
session. 

See Monopoly 

Lafayette Markle, president of 
the Chicago Automotive Trade 
Association, the first witness to 
assail this provision as contra- 
vening a subsequent one which 
protested the code essayed to 
establish no monopoly, contented 
himself with the submission of a 
brief setting forth his objections. 

He was followed by William 
McKinley, official of the National 
Used Car Market Report, who de- 
clared that his company would be 
driven out of business by this 
provision of the code, ending 
twenty-two years of work in be- 
half of the nation’s automobile 
dealers. He, too, assailed this 
section of the agreement as es- 
tablishing a monopoly and pro- 
viding a penalty for small enter- 
prise which contravened the 
express provision which guaran- 
tees against this practice. 

Thomas J. Hay, president, Na- 
tional Used Car Market Reports, 
the next witness, elaborated the 
points made by Markle and Mc- 
Kinley and urged the administra- 
tion seriously to consider the step 
it was about to take in setting up 
the NADA as the authority in the 
field of used car allowances. 

Indicating the extent to which 
the automotive trade has utilized 
the services of his organization, 
he quoted figures showing that 
with 39,885 dealers still in busi- 
ness, the circulation of the re- 
ports published by his company 
totals 29,077 units. 

Hay Cites Side 

“There will be nothing left for 
us to do but go out of business if 
this code is approved as drawn,” 
Hay declared, “and that, I doubt, 
is consistent with the purpose for 
which the NIRA was enacted.” 

He was followed on the stand 
by W. E. Butler, director of the 
Chicago Automotive Trade Asso- 
ciation and president of the 
Illinois Automobile Dealers Asso- 
ciation. Butler, too, advocated 


Last Minute Wall Street Wires 
From CONRAD ALEXANDER 


Wall Street Correspondent, Automotive Daily News 


New York, Sept. 19, 3:05 P. M.—Profit taking was believed 
to have been the principal factor in selling of the 


motor stocks during most of today’s session. 


Tendency 


to take profits was noticed most among the stocks 
which have had the fastest advances, notably Chrysler. 
The selling was well absorbed, however, and prices ral- 
lied in the last hour and closed with only fractional 


losses. 


serious consideration of the con- 
sequences of eliminating from the 
field an agency which, he said, 
had so thoroughly demonstrated 
its effectiveness in serving the 
nation’s retail automotive trade. 


Ban Bootlegging 

David F. Smith, Los Angeles, 
the next witness, urged the NRA 
to strengthen those provisions of 
the code designed to curb the 
practice of bootlegging cars. An- 
other witness who dealt with the 
same general theme was S. H. 
Boyer, Arizona Automobile Deal- 
ers Association. 

Last to testify was W. E. But- 
ler, who proposed that the board 
to which the emergency national 
committee shall delegate its 
powers of administration under 
ordinary circumstances should be 
composed of twelve members. 

At this point, Mr. Ammerman 
adjourned the hearing with the 
announcement that the group 
would be called again “if neces- 
sary.” The qualification is con- 
strued as meaning that the NRA 
will work out the final redraft of 
the code on the basis of the evi- 
dence submitted. 


Herring Named 


NRA Advisor. 


Washington, Sept. 19.—Gover- 
nor Clyde L. Herring, of Iowa, 
who last week was appointed 
NRA industrial advisor in con- 
nection with the motor vehicle 
retail trade, is one of the most 
widely known men in the auto- 
mobile business, having been a 
retail dealer practically through 
the entire existence of the in- 
dustry. He is president of the 
Herring Motor Co. and the Her- 
ring-Wissler Co., of De Moines. 

Governor Herring’s 
ment was made _ simultaneous 
with that of David Beecroft, 
vice-president of the Bendix 
Aviation Corp., as industrial ad- 
visor for the Automotive Parts 
and Equipment Manufacturing 
industry. 


Canadian Chrysler 
Shipments Increase 


Windsor, Ont., Sept. 19.—‘‘An 
extraordinary performance, con- 
firming our opinion that buying 
power and confidence are return- 
ing rapidly,” says Jno. D. Mans- 
field, president of the Chrysler 
Corporation of Canada, Ltd., re- 
ferring to August shipments of 
Chrysler Motors products. 

“During August we _ shipped 
from our Canadian plants more 
than five and a half times the 
number of motor vehicles shipped 


during August, 1932,” stated Mr. | 


Mansfield. 


P.A. August Shipments 


Nearly Double Aug. ’32'| 


Buffalo, Sept. 19.—Pierce-Ar- 
row shipments for August were 
eighty-five per cent greater than 


shipments for the corresponding | 


month a year ago, according to 
Roy H. Faulkner, vice-president 
in charge of sales. 

The company, which resumed 
its position as an 
manufacturer three weeks ago, 
is confident of further increases 


in September, Mr. Faulkner said, | 


because reports from distributors 
during the past few weeks have 
reflected a continued improve- 
ment in retail sales. 


appoint- | 


independent | 


‘Marshall Forces 
To Re-open W-O 


Toledo, Sept. 19.—Emphatic ef- 
forts to facilitate the reorganiza- 
tion of the Willys-Overland Co., 
by bringing the many interests 
of the company into harmony 
were begun by John N. Willys 
after he, L. A. Miller, the other 
receiver, and Federal Judge 
George P. Hahn had engaged in 
a number of conferences on the 
condition of affairs as they now 
stand. 

“Everything is being done to 
hasten the determination of mat- 
ters which are vital to the parties 
to any reorganization agreement,” 
Judge Hahn stated after the final 
conference. 

Mr. Willys is concentrating his 
efforts on attempting to combine 
bondholders, who have been de- 
cidedly diffident, and creditors 
in satisfactory re-organization 
plans. 

“T am still hopeful,” he said, 
“that all interests will co-operate 
actively in time to permit the 
company to reorganize this fall 
and thus benefit by the probable 
|}upswing in automobile business 
next spring. Failure to do this 
might result in a delay which 
| would mean serious loss to bond- 
| holders as well as to creditors. 

“In 1923, after the disastrous 
losses of 1921 and 1922, Willys- 
Overland made a profit of $10,- 
000,000. For Willys-Overland to 
| be in a position to profit by the 
first big year of improvement 
might mean the difference be- 
tween failure and success.” 


Dividends 
Resumed by 


Major Firms 


New York, Sept. 19.—About 
$350,000 in dividends were de- 
clared this week by automotive 
companies, with at least one com- 
pany joining the ranks of cor- 
|porations which have resumed 
dividends after interruptions dur- 
ing the depression. 

Electric Auto-Lite Company de- 
clared the regular quarterly divi- 
dend of $1.75 a share on its 42,000 
shares of preferred stock out- 
standing, calling for a disburse- 
ment of $73,500. This payment 
will be made October 2 to stock- 
holders of record September 22. 

Marlin - Rockwell Corporation 
announced a distribution of 25 
cents a share on its common out 
of surplus, payable October 2 to 
| stock of record September 21. 
This will mean an outlay of about 
$79,000. 

Dividends were resumed by 
Noblitt-Sparks Industries at the 
rate of 50 cents a share on the 
|common stock, payable October 1 
|to stock of record September 20. 
The amount will be about $38,000. 
The last dividend on this stock 
was made on January 1, 1932, 
when the distribution was at the 
rate of 40 cents a share. 

McQuay Norris Mfg. Co. an- 
nounced the regular dividend of 
75 cents a share on the common, 
payable October 1 to stock of rec- 
ord September 22. The payment 
will amount to around $85,000. 

Briggs & Stratton Corp. de- 
|clared the regular quarterly divi- 





|dend of 25 cents a share on its 
|common stock, payable Septem- 
, ber 30 to stock of record Septem- 
| ber 20, amounting to $74,000. 











Crude Rubber 
Consumption 
Off Slightly 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Manufacturers’ Assn. today. Con- 
sumption for August, 1932, was 
reported to be 23,721 long tons. 
Consumption for first eight 
months 1933 amounted to 279,847 
long tons as compared with 244,- 
621 long tons for same period 
1932. 

This organization reports im- 
ports of crude rubber for August 
to be 44,802 long tons, an increasé 
of 1.2 per cent over July and 30.9 
per cent above August, 1932, and 
estimates total domestic stocks of 
crude rubber on hand August 31 
at 325,418 long tons, which com- 
pares with July 31 stocks of 326,- 
609 long tons. August stocks 
show practically no change as 
compared with July of this year, 
but were 5.1 per cent below stocks 
of August 31, 1932. 

August reclaimed rubber con- 
sumption is estimated to be 9,446 
long tons, production 11,708 long 
tons, stocks on hand August 31, 
15,037 long tons. 


NAFC to Meet 
In Chicago Thurs. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

the subject of “A Decade of 
Progress” to open the afternoon 
session, after which the meeting 
will be thrown open to discussion 
on various topics to be contin- 
ued on Saturday. Among these 
topics are: 

Bonuses, rebates, reserves and 
overcharges; coercion of dealers; 
subsidies to finance companies, 
unfair competition, unfair whole- 
sale practices; irregular paper, 
its tendency; eligibility of finance 
company paper for rediscount; 
effects of the Glass-Steagall Act; 
diversified financing, insurance 
premium financing; credits, col- 
lections and repossessions; 
method for controlling advances 
on used cars, and insurance. 


American Battery Co. 


Nashville, Sept. 19.—American 
Battery Co., Inc., a new Tennes- 
see corporation, has established 
its home office and manufactur- 
ing plant in Nashville. F. H. 
Crow is president of the new con- 
cern. C. W. Phillips, who enjoys 
a wide acquaintance among deal- 
ers and jobbers, having been 
connected with the automotive in- 
dustry for the past seventeen 
years, is sales and production 
manager. 


Bower Roller Bearing 


Employes on Strike 
Detroit, Sept. 19.—A strike of a 
number of employes of the Bower 
Roller Bearing Co. as a protest 
against what they call discrimin- 


atory tactics of the company 
against employes who have 
joined a union affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor 
started yesterday. 

Evidently the strike is not get- 
ting very far, for the factory is 
operating as usual, it is declared. 


Yellow Peril 

Detroit, Sept. 19.—The Yellow 
Peril threatens the automobile 
industry, according to a United 
Press cable from far-off Calcutta, 
India. The story states that “a 
clockwork automobile that runs 
forty miles on a winding was 
introduced by the Japanese today. 
It sells for 400 rupees, $140.” 


Price List Decided 

Columbia, Sept. 19. — Fixed 
prices for automobile repair work 
went into effect here September 
16, according to announcement by 
W. O. Only, president of the Auto- 
mobile Dealers’ and Independent 
Garage Assn. “The fixed prices 
are only slightly higher and will 
enable garages to continue opera- 
tion under the NRA code,” Mr. 
Only said. 


! 





